office

We are a transnational group of 22
artists, curators, designers, writers,
and other creative disciplines united
by our shared interest in collaborative
practices.

Gathered as students of the ruangrupa
for the course “Becoming Lumbung”

at the Salzburg International Summer
Academy of Fine Arts (2021), we
decided to form a group to further
combine our practices, research and
learn through forms of collaboration.
Following our experience together we
created a collaborative project called the

office.

The office is a proposition of an open
and flexible structure that seeks to

be a platform for mutual support

and to build collaboration while
accommodating diverse practices

and different degrees and forms of
involvement. The first iteration of the
office will take place at the Gudskul in
Jakarta (January and July 2022) via an
invitation from the ruangrupa.










different media; her last artwork titled “Incorporating air and eggs” is a
video performance that explores the relationship between the Archaic and
the Contemporary through images, footage and traditions. She currently
lives in Vienna attending an MA in Gender Studies, trying to deepen her
research and widening her horizons.

Sophie Stadler is an artist without loyalty to any one medium. Her
research methods include drifting, writing and listening to new music.

She is trained in ballet and contemporary dance and uses these skills as a
backdrop to relate or alienate in any context. In her work she investigates
the zones between fiction and reality, founding her own organisations

and research platforms with a tongue in cheek attitude and appearing as
various characters in public space or exhibition settings. She has worked

in film and theatre and is currently doing video work and experimenting
with textile. Stadler studied MA Philosophy and Fine Arts in Vienna and is
currently continuing her masters at Goldsmiths London.

Noémi Tompai is an intermedia artist based in Budapest, Hungary. She
graduated from Budapest Metropolitan University (Television Production - Media
and Communication BA) and now studies at Hungarian University of Fine Arts
(Intermedia Artist MA). She is also interested in sociology, psychology and
pedagogy and uses these disciplinaries in her ‘artistic’ practices. Noémi has been
working for art studios and theatres in Hungary for five years as a qualified actress
and assistant director (e.g. with an award winning film director, Arpad Sopsits).
Currently, she is working on a project in the subject of counter cartography.

Ioana Turcan works as a film director, cinematographer and interdisciplinary
artist with a formal education in Cinematography for Film and TV (BA),
Documentary Filmmaking (MA) and Film/Video Production (MFA), the latter
accomplished under a Fulbright scholarship.

She finished her first fiction short film EMPIRIC in 2021, depicting the situation
of young textile workers during the communist period in Romania. The film was
screened at the Indy Shorts Film Festival in Indiana, USA, Kitzbiihel Filmfestival

Lea Wiednig is an artist based in Austria and part of a fluid artist
collective called gruppel9. She works together with gruppel9, focusing on
creating singular performances for special occasions (gallery openings, art
festivals etc.); also curating and inviting local artists to show their work (self-
organized art shows and our studio in the Kiinstlerhaus, Salzburg). Besides
the focus on collaborative practices and learning from one another, Lea
Wiednig is interested in artistic research, especially on topics like identity,
archives and new authorship.

Marie Zandilkova is a publisher, artist and graphic designer based in
Prague. She graduated from the Professional School of Applied Art in Prague
at the department of Advertising graphics. Co-founded the publisher house
Viriditas. Marie has behind several artistic - mainly site-specific realizations
(Prague, Poland - Zakopane, France - Paris, Germany-Leipzig, Switzerland-
Geneva). She has studied a the Body Design Studio, Faculty of Fine Art,
Intermedia department in Brno, Studio of Sculpture at Academy of Arts,
Architecture and Design in Prague (UMPRUM), She has recently finished her
bachelor degree at The Faculty of Fine Arts of Brno University of Technology
and is continuing to a master degree in Visiting Artist’s Studio.

in Austria, ANONIMUL International Independent FF in Romania, continuing its
festival career at the upcoming HollyShorts Film Festival and SCAD Savannah Film
Festival in USA.

Linda Weiss studied Fine Arts i.a. in Berlin (Free Class, i.a. Madeleine
Bernstorff, Harun Farocki and David Lamelas). She completed her studies in

2006 with a MFA at the Academy of Visual Arts, Leipzig. Currently, she lives and
works in Berlin and Leipzig. Linda Weiss has been a scholar at artist in residence
programs like Multimedia Art Museum and House of Photography Moscow as well
as the International Studio & Curatorial Program NY. Her work has been included
in collections such as The Archives of American Art at the Smithsonian Institution
Washington DC, The Alternative Traditions in Contemporary Arts Archive of the
University of Iowa, The Waskomium Burlington VT, The Book Art Museum Lodz,
The Musee de la Poste in Paris, The MoMA NY, Museum fur Kommunikation
Berlin, Museum Schloss Moyland Bedburg-Hau, Museum fiir Kommunikation
Bern, Moscow Museum, Karuizawa New Art Museum, Museum Bildende Kiinste
as well as different Private Collections.
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GORDIC KRNOT

Stand in a circle, close
to each other. Close
your eyes. Stretch your
arms out. Grab onto
whomever is in reach.
Open your eyes. Unfold
to a full circle without
breaking the links.

=r

be water, my friend,

be a sponge, let in, let out,
flow,

breathe.

lease activate the empathy
. add on.
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to acknowledge life’s precarity
is to look for the sources of its
thriving

‘tonight is a very difficult night
for me and i will need the help of
every single one of you’

Maria Callas
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Installation and Performance

Concept and Idea: Sophic Anna Stadler
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LFirstyou have to wait. That is essential. Then
you can fill in the form. The form validates your
status as residing in ,,inner emigration” which
means you have not left the country, yet you have
absolutely nothing to do with its politics. The
OFFICE FOR INNER EMIGRATION is a state
service for moral insurance in the case of future
emergency, and is especially attuned to the
needs of artists and cultural workers.”

The OFFICE FOR INNER EMIGRATION is a work concerned with the position of
the artist in relation to the state, the treshold of inner and outter stance, the politics of
art, its limits, and hauntings. Here, the spectator is a participant, held in loops of
bureaucratic exhaustion, confronted with civil workers who know that their job is to
putin as little effort as possible.

The term inner emigration stems from a post WW 1I feud between the exiled Thomas
Mann and two other writers, who stayed put during the Nazi- regime, yet claimed later
on that they had been in a state of mind that left them completely unaffected by the
propaganda that surrounded them.

The office uses furniture and costumes as an anachronistic set-up to produce the
feeling that something is wrong without being entirely overt about it. When no
performers are present, the multimedia installation guides the viewer through the
abandoned workplaces.

The OFFICE FOR INNER EMIGRATION has been installed and performed in
Vienna, Salzburg and Stuttgart and gone into a second edition in 2020 with the title
»Are you a future criminal?”, offering updated services of prediction and preventative
care.

Office for Inner Cmigration

Installation BView and Performance Academy of fine Avts BVienna

2019



